Lot of light on pat ent law

International team arrives on a mission to educate CII members
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CHENNAL The glitterati of the
intellectual property rights
world are here for two days
from Wednesday to educate
members of the Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry (CID
on how to tighten the appli-
cation of existing patent law
in India and examine the le-

gal issues that many of them
lecl are contentious, in par-
teular, the soope of patent-
sbility (notably section 3{d)
of the Patent Amendment
Act) and data protection (ex-
clusive rights to clinical trial
data).

The team brought to-
gether by George Washing-
r (GW) University Law
School, 8 bastion of Inteliec
tual Property law in the Unit-
ed States — held out hath the
carrot of wealth and the stick
of United States sanctions
before the aundience. Making
a comparison with China
Judee Randall R, Rader, of
the U.S. Court of Appeals
(Federal circuit) suggested

that "India's prosperity... will
be controlled by its ability to
protect and ensure the cre-
ation of intellectual proper-
.

David T. Hopper, US.
Consul-General, Chennal
highlighted the tools availa-
ble to his governmaent to en-
sure that lP Jlaw s u!.‘c:li\'r
forU
pl.:..m.j countries on its -L:
spproval “Special 301 report”
kst Josses of bencefits and bo-
nuses of technical assistance.

The team. which includes
academics, judges, lawyers
and representatives of ma-
j-)f‘ such as Micrusoft, ER
Lily and Ford, contained
many affiliates of GW law
school, which since 2003 has
run an “India Project™ toexa
mine how India's legal sys-
tem should be changed to
support innovation and the
enforcement mechanisms it
considers needed meet the
WTO obligations,

GW's fifth mission is wide
ranging - the team has met
government atficials, busi-

at the IPR bumm:! 2008, in Chennai on 1

ness Jeaders and Jegal practi-
tioners, and conducted
capacity-building workshops
and mock court sessions.
"The people who attend our
sessions are opinion leaders
for intellectual property—
This often results in changes
in the system.” Herbert C,
Wamasley Executive Direc-
tor, Intellectual Property
Owners Associa Inn sard
“We have a fully TRIPS-
compliant IPR regime,” said
Rajeev Ranjan, Commission-
eru!'lndus'.r.u Goverament
of Tamil Nadu. India fought
hard for the flexibilities
TRIPS allows, he reminded
CII members, but the admun-
strative system needoed mo-
demising and expanding, he
said, *“While we support in
tellectunl property, this i
not to say that we have to do
everything that the U.S. does.
We have to cut the cloth ac-
cording to the requirements
of this country,” sald Ramesh
Adige E\'U‘L('\E Director
Corporate Affairs, Ranbaxy.
“When ;m!:fms come very

Adige, Executive Director, Corporate
ral in Chennai and Randall R. Rade.. Judge, US
Phursday

casy they stile innova-
tion..The amendments to
the Patent Act were made in

debate..The primary focus |
was to ensure that access to

medicines was not compro-
mised.” he said. The Indian
system is working for what it

ras made for, but with nearly

100,000 patents  peading
there needs to be an im-

provement in [P structure,
he said. The mission runs si-
multaneously with mectings
of the US.-India business
':*xrc.l in Mumbai and the
bilateral High Technalogy
Cooperation Group in New
Delki. “Multinational com
panies are embarking on 3
huge campaign for harmoni-
sation of intellectual propes-
ty laws" said Dr. Yusuf
Hamied, Chairman, Cipla,
speaking over the telephone
from Mumbai, who senta re
presentative to the meeting

here. “India” ke said
“chould not allow its laws to

be made in the cormidors of
power in London or Wash
ington.”



